
10 Stop the War candidates
fighting in Dorset
The largest group of anti-war candidates in the country
will be standing in Dorset in the council elections.
Dorset Stop the War party is fielding 10 candidates on
1st May.
Damien Stone, who is standing in Wimhome, said:
"We are delighted to be able to say that in a little under j
two weeks we have managed to register ourselves as a
political party and will be fielding candidates across
Dorset, from West to East, including four in
Bournemouth and three in Poole. Thousands of people
will have the opportunity to vote against this war at the]
ballot box.
"This is the largest slate of anti-war candidates in the
entire country and we believe that we attract support
from all the other parties and indeed from many voters
who have previously stayed at home."
He explained that their campaign is relevant in these
local elections: "No doubt, in the course of this cam
paign we will hear Labour and Conservative council
lors claim that they will keep council tax lower than ^ « r
t h e o t h e r p a r t i e s . T h e s e c o u n c i l l o r s h o w e v e r b e l o n g t o « «
political parties that are happy to see £5 billion spent '' wkik mdittg mr OMUrmkm
on an illegal war. That naoney would be spent in our
local communities. All their talk of keeping council »^rmce^mirrei>>omim.
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CASTI.E (2) - Poppy
Baker (Diana) (Lib Dem),

, Edward Hun*(Cons), Lucy
Clark (Cons). Micliael
Daymonil (Lib Dem).
W E S I ' M O O R S ( 3 ) -
Alexander Clarke* (Cons),
Alan Dedden (Lib Dem),
Dav id Du r l ey * (Cons ) ,
Frank (iardiner (Lib Dem),

I Jeanne Roberts (Lib Dem),
M i c h a e l S h i n e ( L a b ) ,
Andrew Skeats (Cons).

W I M B O K N E M I N S T E R
(3) Ivy Ellis (Cons), Alan
F l i n t * (Cons ) , Pa t r i c i a
Hymcrs* (Lib Dem), David
Morgan (Lib Dem), Marilyn
Osner (Lib Dem), Christine
Reak.s (Cons), Damien
Stone (Dorset Stop the War),- GeolTrcy Stone (Dorset Stop
the War).
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Conservatives, 23 Liberal
Democrats and three
Independents on the
c o u n c i l .

The fuU l ist of
n o m i n a t i o n s f o r N e w
F o r e s t D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l

(Community Magazines'
area) is:

D O W N L A N D S &
FOREST ( l)-Katherine
Heron (Cons), Janet
Richards (Green), Miranda
Whitehead (Lib Dem).
F O R D I N G B R I D G E ( 2 ) -
Robert Hale* (Lib Dem),
Roger Reman (Cons),
Michael Shand* (Lib Dem).
RINGWOOD SOUTH (2)
- Peter Chambers (Lib
Dem), Belinda Charlton
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P(X)LE's 42 seats have
attracted 109 nominations

includiiig three from Dorset
Stop the War.
All 16 wards are being
contested in what could be a
close fought battle for
control of the council.
Currently Poole has a htmg
council comprising 39
Counci l lors - 19 Liberal
Democrats, 17
Conservatives and 3 Labour.
Three new wards are being
introduced - Hamworthy
East and Hamworthy West
will replace Hamworthy
ward, Canford Heath East
and Canford Heath West

ALDERNEY (3 ) -Kev in
Davis (Dorset Stop the
War), Robert Dugdale* (Lib
Dem), Wendy Herring
(Cons), John Hewirtson
(Lab), Susan Luckham
(Cons), Charles Meachin*
(Lib Dem), Anthony Trent*
(Lib Dem), Gary Williams
(Lab), Arm Williams (Lab),
Humphry Woolrych (Cons).
BRANKSOME EAST (2)
- Juliette Alchin (Lib Dem),
Matthew Gillett (Lib Dem),
Mary Hillman (Cons), Harry
Pethen* (Cons).
BRANKSOME WEST (2)
- Philip Eades (Lib Dem),
Marie Krolski (Cons), Joyce
Lavender (Cons), Marion Le
Poidevin (Lib Dem).

B R O A D S T O N E ( 3 ) -
Michael Brooke (Lib Dem),

Hrves (Cons), Jane James-
(Lib Dem), Philip James
(Lib Dem), Philip Jones
(Cons), Leslie Legg* (Lib
Dem).
NEWTOWN (3) - Marjorie
Benyon (Cons), Brian
Clements* (Lib Dem), Paul
Dickens (Lab), Colette
Dickens (Lab), Allison
Gregory (Cons), Michael
Plummer* (Lib Dem),
Sheila Roberts (Cons), Paul
Westbrook-Merry (Lab),
Graham Wilson* (Lib
Dem).
OAKDALE (3) - Peter
Adams (Cons), Osman
Ahmed (Dorset Stop the
War), David CTricken (Lib
Dem), Brian Ellis* (Lab),
Catherine Gardner (Lib
Dem), David Gillard
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D o r s e t fi e l d s

country's largest
anti-war party
PEACEFUL rural Dorset is the unlikely setting for the
largest anti-war political party in the country.
Modem Wessex is not renowned for its militancy but
the war in Iraq has spurred local doves into action.
Wimbome Town Councillor Damien Stone resigned
from the Labour Party in November 2002 over the war
and has been a leading light in the local anti-war
m o v e m e n t .

He formed the Dorset Stop the War party in March and
registered it in time to submit 10 nominations for
candidates in the county's local elections. These include
three in Poole and two in East Dorset.
All the nominations for the elections are now in with
candidates standing from a total of six parties -
Conservatives, Liberal Democrats, Labour, Dorset Stop
the War, Green and UK Independence in addition to
Independents.
Community Magazines has compiled a comprehensive
list of candidates and those who will be standing down
on 1st May and details of the current make up of the
five councils in the area. For more information see
pages 32 and 33.

VICTORIAN schooldays came back to life when
youngsters from Wimborne small schools' cluster
joined together for a musical adventure. All ready for
fun are Sarah Burkin from Hayeswood First, Jack
Marley from St Catherine's RC Primary, William
Gourley, Colehill First and Alexandra Millard, St
John's First. See page 8 to find out how they went on.
LT photo.

B e l H n
the ShUi

u fi t h

Stop the war
meeting in
W i m b o r n e
THE Dcffset Stop The War
Party is to hold a public
meeting in Wimbome Town
Hall on 9th i^tril, as a back-
drq) to tfie launch of its local
election cait^gn.
Wimbome counc i l l o r
DamiHi Stone - who is
standing fw both town and
district seats in Wimbome -
said: "It is in^iortant for us to
continue piling ttie pressure
on the Government in order
to help bring about a swifl
end to the conflict in Iraq.
Just because the hghting has
now started does not mean
that this War has become any
more just or le "̂. Only two
other counties in the UK
have registeted Stop The War
parties to field candidates for
the local elections which take
place on 1st May. The meet
ing in Wimbome Town Hall
heein.s at Xnm.

A n t i - w a r
protestors to
fight on 1st May
THE Dorset Stop The War
Coalition is to fight the
forthcoming local elections.
W i m b o m e c o u n c i l l o r
Damien Stone - organiser of
Bruce Kent 's recent v is i t to
Wimbome - is looking for
people to stand as candi
dates. "The recent cr is is has

highlighted the tme nature of
our own democracy whereby
a Prime Minister can take us
in to an illegal War without
our consoit and yet is virtu
ally impossible to remove,"
said Mr Stone. "Standing as
a candidate in the district &
borough elections is simple.
You do not need to pay a
deposit and you do not need
to be in a political party."
If you're interested in
standing as a Stop The War
cand ida te v is i t
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250 in town-centre sit-down demo
J9t5»

Protest brings
traffic to
PEACE protesters brought traffic in
Bou rnemou th t o a s t ands t i l l l a s t n i gh t
when ttiey held a sit-down in the town cen
t r e .

More than 250 people, wielding placards
and emotive props including a child-sized
c o f f m a n d d e a t h m a s k , m a r c h e d f r o m
B o u r n e m o u t h P i e r A p p r o a c h
to the Square to demonstrate
against war in Iraq.

Banging drums and blowing
whistles and horns, the chanti
ng crowd, including mothers
pushing prams, made their
way up Bath Hill and along
Westover Road, where they sat
down holding up traffic for 15
m i n u t e s . T h e r e w a s a n o t h e r
sit-down outside McDonalds.

Some protesters even lay
d o w n i n fi o n t o f t r a f fi c a n d
r o l l e d a c r o s s t h e r o a d .

The protest, organised by
Dorset Stop the War Coalition,
began at 6pm and ended more than two
hours later at the Eternal Flame in the
Square, where protesters heard anti-war
speeches.

One child stood in front of the crowd and

MOHAMMED Hajj

t U S AT O C AYKeep up
with the
¥ery latest
from the
war with
Iraq by
logging on
to our live ihik:
www.iraq.usatoilay.com

By Jenna Weekes and
Fiona Pendlebury

shouted: "I'm protesting because I don't
see why innocent people should die just
because of an unjust war." Another said:

"This war is only for oil and
we've got to stop it now."

To m B a r n a r d , 7 2 , f r o m
Wa r e h a m , s a i d : " I ' m h e r e
because I believe that the opin
ion of Russia, Germany, Fiance
and over half the world's popu
lation should be listened to.

" I don ' t be l ieve in war as a
solut ion. They should have
given the inspectors more time.
I beUeve it wUl do untold dam
age to the world's economy."

Card Michalsen, a Norwegian
livir^ in Poole, had "No to War"
shaved into his head.

Sioux Talbot of Kinson, who
carried a child-sized coffin with "Slaugh
ter of the Innocents" written on the lid,
said: "I'm just very sad that war has start
ed. After all we've done nobody listens but
it's too important to me to just give up."
A Poole protester wore a death m^k to

represent "the people in Iraq who In the
next few hours wUl be lying like this".

Mohammed Hajj, an Iraqi l iving in
Bournemouth, said: "If Iraqis decided they
want to get rid of Saddam Uiey will get rid
of him - they would not accept a leader
they don't like.

"I'm not supporting Saddam but I'm not
accepting foreigners attacking my coun
try. The war is terrible. The casualties will
be civilians and innocent people."

Kathy, a member of Women in Black,
said:'"War doesn't solve anything -1 hope
people listen to our protests. If they don't
I'm afraid all heU will break loose."
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Anti-war party to launch
DOHSET'S newest political The party is fielding fonr can-
party has its formal launch in didates in Bournemouth, three
Wimboma today. In the Bc-ro i ig l i o f P^ le, two in

Eight of the 10 candidates of last Dorset District and one in
Dorset Stop the War will be at West Dorset,
the public meeting to answer The meeting, m'hicli is In the
questions on their strategy for To\¥n HaB. West Borough
the local etectlons. ■ ■ start? at Bpro,

Meeting 'keeps
up pressure' to
quit war in Iraq
THE Dorset Stop The War Party b hiMing a
public meeting in vnmlmrae linrti Hall on
Wednesday as a prdude to the laanch of Its
local dection campaign.

Wlmbome councUlor Daaiiui Stone, who
will be standing for both torn and district
seats in Wimbome, said: "ft b important for
us to continue piling tbe presmre on the
Gmremmmt in order to be% brh^ about a
swift end to the conflict m Ir^

"Just because the flgbting ba» no* started
does not mean diat thb war has become any
more Just or legaL'

Only two other counties in the UK have
Stop The War parties tegistemi to field candi
dates for the local elections tafcing place on
Thursday I May.

Tbe meeting inMTmbome Tmns Hall begins
at 8pm.

Peace campa^ners in Blamtford are con-
tinuii^tohold a wecldy candlffit vigii outside
Blandford parish drardi on Sunday erenings.

Organiser John Barday said: There seems
to be gen«al support for thb as long as the
c o n fl i c t c o n t i n u e s .

"Thanks to a supporter, we now have some
I very impressive wax flares to increase the

effect and make our banners readme."
• • PRAYERS were said at the start of North

Dorset District Council's meeting on Friday
for the safe return of ^ those on active ser
vice, and chairman Delia Jones said she had
written to Royal Signals chief Brig David
McDowdl, expressing flie council's support.



Anti-war group'
target district e]
by Ntecl Brownt
staff Reporter
e-mmi news(iesk®wesigai.ca.{dt

A LOCAL peace campaigner is
spearheading a campaign to tar
get die fbithcoming district coun
c i l e l e c t i o n s w i t h a n t i ^ w a r c a n d U
d a t e s .

D a m i e n S t o n e « a W i m b o r n e
t o w n c o u n c i l l o r w h o l a s t m o n t h
organised a well-attended meet
ing in Wimborne Minster at which
guest speaker was Bruce Kent,
said that already about a dozen
people had said they would put
their names forward as Stop-me-
Wa r c a n d i d a t e s .

He said if Britain did not go to
^war against Saddam Hussein, the
candidates would st^d down

"But I cannot see that happen
ing," he said. "War will probably
begin on 17 March and it ynW
probably be over by pt^ing day, 1
May, by which time thbusands of
innocent Imqis vi^be dead.

"We w i l l no t , however, a l l ow
these crimes to be forgotten about
or to go unpunish^, and we want
to give people in Dorset the
chance to express their disgust at
the ballot box by giving them the
opportunity to vote for a Dorset
Stop the War Candidate.

" I f th is undemocfat ic 'War on
Terror* depends on us signing up
to one new war after another, we
w a n t t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o r e a l i s e
that this will not happen.

" W e w i l l a i m t o b e c o m e a
potent electoral force across the
entire country, beginning with
these local elections, followed by
county council elections and
Tinsdly at a general election.

" W e a r e a t a c r u c i a l m o m e n t i n
our history and the Government
does not see the change that is
taking place within our society.
C i t i z e n s o f n a t i o n s a c r o s s t h e
world ate saying that they dk> not
want to k iU each o ther. "

Mr Stone was one of around SO
attending a public meeting called
by North Dorset MP Bob Walter,
which heard an impassioned plea
from Iraqi-born lamal Raouf of
Bournemouth against an attack

on the countiy where many of his
relatives still live.

"1 lived there most of my life,
and we lived under a dictatorship,
no question about k, with a high
level of oppression and no free
dom of speech. But we had a good
life, with good education and
hea l thcare .

" I f o u n d m o r e d i s c r i m i n a t i o n
vihen I came here, and the only
way forward Is the peaceftil way.

"Politicians are responsible for
t h e I r a q i r e g i m e - D o n a l d
Rutnsfe ld so ld Saddam Hussein
weapons and is now saying he
can't use them. It is like die drug
dealer becoming prosecutor.

"But 1 have seen nothing being
done diplomatically to engage in
direa dialopte.

"We were a westernised countiy
- my education was in English
and we had to understand your
c u l t u r e .

"Iraqis would look up to people
In this country If they went over
the re and sa t down w i t h t hem.

"You have British soldiers over
there now, waiting for what? Iraq
has not threatened die UK or USA,
Md there are thousands of Iraqi
people Hving in this country who
are frustrated because they want
just ice.

"Not a single Iraqi has been
involved in terrorist attacks. What |
c a n w e d o t o c o n v i n c e t h e r e s t
that war is the wrong diing to do?" 1

Ttie Dorset Stop the Wiar coali
tion is organising various protests
in and around Dorset following
t h e d e m o n s t t a t i o n i n L o n d o n o n
15 February, including a rally in
Bournemouth this Saturday.

M r S t o n e s a i d h e w o u l d b e

launching his campaign at the
rally and posting details on the
w e b s i t e a t w w w . b t i m e r n e t . c o m / -
d a m i e n . s t o n e / o f h o w t o s e e k
n o m i n a t i o n t o d i s t r i c t c o u n c i l s
across the county, which need to
be made by the closing date of
Tuesday 1 April

He can be contacted by e-mail
a t d a m t e n . s t o n e # b t i n r e r n e t . c o m
or on 01202 887388 (evenings and
w e e k e n d s ^ .
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